Wolfeboro Police Commission

Meeting Minutes

November 10, 2011

Members present:

Chairman Joe Balboni Jr. and Bob Copeland

Members absent:

Ron Goodgame

Staff present:
Police Chief Stu Chase and Recording Secretary Amelia Capone-Muccio.

Invited guest/speakers:
none.

Chairman Balboni called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM and introduced the Commissioner’s, staff in attendance and noted a quorum was present. 

Consideration of Minutes

·  Public and non-public minutes of October 13, 2011 

Commissioner Bob Copeland moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to accept the public and non-public minutes of October 13, 2011 as submitted. Commissioner Joe Balboni Jr. seconded. Members voted and being none opposed, the motion passed. 

Activity Reports

Chief Chase reviewed the following activity reports for the month:

Offenses (State Law) by month: He stated the total offenses for the month is 79, a 41% increase from last month. 

Arrest status report: He stated the report is a synopsis of the arrests for the month and reported 26 arrests last month, which is a 23% increase from last month.

Personnel Analysis report: He stated the report is a synopsis of each officer’s reporting for the month and he summarized the report. 

Accidents by street name: He stated there were a total of 23 accidents last month, which is the highest amount to date and noted that only 3 of the accidents occurred during the snow storm.
Citation analysis report: He summarized the citations by street location and he reviewed the details of this report, and reported 84 verbal warnings and 94 written citations last month.

Traffic/Parking Control: N/A  
Prosecutor’s report: He noted the Prosecutor reported 22 defendants with 39 offenses, 15 arraignments, 15 pleas, and 4 trials. 

School Resource Officer (SRO) Report:  SRO Cooper provides a detailed report of his busy schedule including 32 investigations at the High School and 5 investigations at the Middle School.

Budget:  N/A. 

Call analysis by call reason: He stated there were 3,564 calls to Central Dispatch last month.

Chief’s items

· Officer Spera is progressing through field training and will complete his “law package” classes at Police Standards and training over the next couple weeks.

· The Department will be full strength in January as due to the State mandated retirement contributions they held off on appointing a new officer.

· The Budget Committee is scheduled to review the budget on December 8th at 6:30 PM in the ballroom of the Wolfeboro Inn. 

· Firearms training was held on November 1st and 2nd instructed by Sergeant Moore and assisted by Officer Cooper. 
· The following officers participated in training last month; Background investigations Officer Livie, Officer Safety and Survival Officer Cooper, Conducting Physical Fitness testing Officer O’Brien, Breath testing operation Officer Strauch and all officers will complete Use of Force training in December. 

· He appeared at the State House to support Police Standards & Training on the funding of recruit training. 

· The drainage project is proceeding as planned with paving scheduled on November 14th. 

· Cruise #5 is back in service after a collision with a moose. 

· Halloween went smoothly this year. 

· They had a weather breaking snow storm last month and were thankful to have made it through it without any serious incidents or loss of power. He noted one impaired driver collided with the Town’s plow truck.

· He met with Town Officials and Carpenter School staff on parking and safety issues. 

· He did a public safety interview for WASR. 

· Sergeant Keaton and Dispatch Supervisor Lyons participated in Safety Day at the Wolfeboro Area Children’s Center. 

· Lieutenant Rondeau did a public service presentation for Community TV. 

· He reported that there are no longer any laws on knives for law abiding citizens, which was a question that arose at last month’s meeting.  

DISCUSSION:  

Elissa Paquette of the Granite State News questioned if they accept checks for the Christmas Fund. 

Chief Chase replied they do and such donation is tax deductible. 

Mrs. Paquette questioned where they get the information for those in need of this fund. 

Chief Chase replied from several sources including clergy and the schools or even word of mouth. 

Mrs. Paquette questioned his appearance at the State House supporting the funding and what is at stake. 

Chief Chase replied that is has been moved to consider having recruit training on a tuition basis and they have been able to convince them this is not a good way to run this program and that funding this from penalty assessment is still the best way to support this program. 
Mrs. Paquette questioned if this is where all the funding from penalty fines goes. 

Chief Chase replied a percentage of it does, a percentage goes to the courts and a small percentage funds the victim witness advocate program. 

Mrs. Paquette stated the Tuftonboro Police Chief had expressed his displeasure with the changes in the recent laws to his Board of Selectmen and questioned if the Chief would like to comment on such. 

Chief Chase replied that he supports the published statements, but the Tuftonboro Chief is more knowledgeable and the topic than he is.  
Commissioner’s Items

None. 
Being no further business, Chairman Balboni entertained a motion to non-public session. 

Commissioner Joe Balboni Jr. moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to move to non-public session under RSA 91-A, a #2 at 4:25PM. Commissioner Bob Copeland seconded. Roll call vote, Bob Copeland-yes and Joe Balboni Jr.-yes, being none opposed, the motion passed.

The Commission re-entered public session at 4:41 PM. 

Chairman Balboni announced that the Commission sealed the non-public session minutes of the November 10, 2011 by a 2/3rd vote as required by law.

Being no further business before the Commission, Chairman Balboni entertained a motion to adjourn. 

Commissioner Bob Copeland moved the Wolfeboro Police Commission to adjourn at 4:42 PM. Commissioner Bob Copeland seconded. Being none opposed, the motion passed.

Respectfully submitted, 

Amelia Capone-Muccio

Amelia Capone-Muccio

Next Meeting

December 8, 2011 at 4 PM at the Wolfeboro Public Library. 

*Minutes are unapproved until voted by the Commission
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